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CONTRASTS  IN  THE  WORK  OF  MISSIONS. 


%  Mention 

BY 

Richard  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


The  words  of  the  Scripture  to  which  I  shall 
invite  your  thoughts  .you  will  find  in  the  fifth 
chapter  of  the  Prophecy  of  Micah,  and  the 
second  verse  :  — 

"  But  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephratah,  though  thou 
be  little  among  the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out 
of  thee  shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be 
ruler  in  Israel ;  whose  goings  forth  have  been 
from  of  old,  from  everlasting." 

It  is  the  most  extraordinary  contrast  known  in 
the  history  of  the  world  which  is  presented  in 
these  words,  between  the  lowliness  of  the  birth 
and  the  supreme  lordship  of  him  who  is  born. 
It  is  a  contrast  greater  than  between  the  narrow 
hilltop  of  Bethlehem  and  the  wide  country  lying 
around  it.  It  is  a  contrast  as  great  as  between 
that  small  terraced  summit  and  all  the  worlds, 
which,  according  to  Scripture,  are  the  sphere  of 
the  permanence  and  the  extension  of  the  king- 
dom of  Christ.  Nothing  like  it,  nothing  in  the 
least  approaching  resemblance  to  it,  has  been 
known  in    the   annals  of  mankind.     Scepticism 
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itself,  whenever  it  is  serious  and  thoughtful,  is 
dumb  before  this  amazing  combination  of  seem- 
ingly contradictory  facts.  Babes  were  born  in 
palaces  then,  and  in  their  purple  chambers,  born 
apparently  to  wealth  and  fame  and  power,  born 
apparently  to  vast,  permanent  influence  in  the 
world,  whose  very  names  were  long  ago  forgot- 
ten by  mankind. 

But  this  babe,  born  in  Bethlehem,  born  in  a 
manger,  is  now  loved,  adored,  served,  by  mil- 
lions of  the  most  cultured,  of  the  freest  and 
most  aspiring*  of  the  children  of  men.  Either 
he  is  divine,  or  the  race,  especially  that  part  of 
the  race  which  has  done  the  most  for  human 
civilization,  is  helplessly  deluded  or  is  hopelessly 
insane.  There  is  no  escape  from  the  tremen- 
dous alternative. 

And  now  it  is  evident,  or  will  be  as  we  think 
of  it,  that  the  missionary  work  which  carries 
forward  or  seeks  to  carry  forward  the  august 
messages  of  Christ  to  the  world,  is  like  the 
Master,  in  the  contrast  which  it  presents  at 
many  points  between  the  beginning  and  the 
consummation  ;  and  it  is  to  call  your  attention 
briefly  to  this  contrast  in  the  work  which  repre- 
sents the  Lord  that  I  have  taken  these  words  as 

The  Theme  of  our  Meditation. 

In  the  comprehensiveness  of  its  reach,  the 
work  of  missions  is  like  the  Master.  It  aims  to 
follow  in  the  angelic  path,  declaring  again,  and 
in  all  languages  of  the  world,  the  celestial  mes- 
sage of  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
peace  on  earth  among  men  of  God's  good  pleas- 
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ure."  It  seeks  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  present  afresh  his  divine  thoughts 
to  the  world  of  mankind ;  repeating  his  Sermon 
on  the  Mount ;  repeating  his  parables  —  those 
chariots  of  pearl,  which  carry  upon  them  celes- 
tial thought  and  inspiration.  It  aims  to  make 
his  word  universal  in  the  world,  as  is  the  air 
which  encompasses  the  earth,  as  is  the  light 
which  reveals  to  it  that  which  is  around  and 
that  which  is  above.  It  aims  to  carry  on  to 
accomplishment  the  eternal  plans  -of  God  — 
plans  which  preceded,  the  calling  of  Abraham 
out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  which  preceded  the 
flood  which  swept  the  earth,  which  preceded  the 
shutting  of  the  gates  of  Paradise  —  plans  which 
were  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and 
which  never  yet  have  been  perfectly  fulfilled. 
The  work  of  missions  is  to  represent  celestial 
persons,  and  divine  plans,  in  all  the  operations 
by  which  it  is  carried  forward.  But  it  does  this 
by  manifesting  these  thoughts  and  these  divine 
schemes  to  the  most  brutal  and  debased  of  the 
children  of  men,  —  to  the  savage  idolater  and 
the  ferocious  cannibal ;  to  the  debased  and 
brutalized  slave  ;  to  those  in  the  gutters  and  the 
cellars  of  the  cities,  more  hideous  and  wretched, 
often,  than  those  who  are  hidden  in  the  depths 
of  the  jungle.  It  goes  to  the  meanest  and  the 
coarsest  of 

The  Tribes  of  Mankind, 

and  to  the  meanest  and  coarsest  of  the  individ- 
uals associated  in  those  tribes ;  and  it  under- 
takes  to   declare   to   them    the  thoughts  of  the 
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Almighty.  It  goes  to  those  in  the  depths  of 
the  African  forest,  to  those  on  the  coral  reef 
dripping  with  the  blood  of  the  horrid  human 
sacrifice  and  feast.  It  undertakes  to  show  the 
splendor  of  God's  character  to  those  who  are,  as 
it  would  appear,  morally  idiotic  ;  to  those  whom 
science  properly  regards  as  incapable  of  any 
intellectual  process,  or  of  understanding  the 
meaning  of  an  intellectual  process,  and  almost 
incapable  of  appreciating  or  receiving  a  high 
moral  rule ;  to  those  among  whom  science  im- 
properly searches  for  the  immediate  represen- 
tatives of  the  monkey  tribes,  from  whom  it  is 
alleged  that  they  have  descended.  Christianity 
reaches  from  end  to  end  of  the  intellectual  uni- 
verse, and  brings  the  thought  and  the  heart  of  the 
Eternal,  before  whom  seraphim  veil  their  faces, 
to  the  most  vile  and  vicious,  the  most  ignorant 
and  perverse,  of  the  children  of  men.  And  in 
the  vast  comprehensiveness  of  this  prodigious 
scheme  it  is  like  the  Lord,  born  in  Bethlehem 
Ephratah,  but  whose  goings  forth  have  been 
from  of  old,  even  from  everlasting. 

Then  we  are  to  observe  the  comprehensive- 
ness of  its  purpose  concerning  those  to  wrhom  its 
messages  are  carried.  It  is  sometimes  called 
sarcastically,  by  literary  men,  by  those  even  who 
are  interested  in  social  reform,  "  a  scheme  of 
soul-saving.1'     You  are  right. 

I  Meet  the  Challenge ; 

I  accept  the  declaration.  That  is  the  primary 
purpose  of  missionary  work — the  saving  of  the 
human  soul,  by  bringing  it  to  penitence  for  past 
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sins,  and  to  that  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  which 
justifies  and  glorifies,  which  sanctifies  and 
crowns.  That  is  the  primary  and  superlative 
work  of  Christian  missions,  for  which  that  work 
exists,  for  which  it  is  carried  on.  We  count  no 
expenditure  too  great,  no  lapse  of  time  for  labor 
too  long,  where  the  result  is  reached  at  last  of 
the  conversion  of  a  single  human  soul  to  God, 
which  soul  is  to  outlast  the  constellations,  and 
to  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament  on 
high  when  all  the  stars  shall  have  vanished  from 
the  heavens. 

But,  you  will  remember,  the  work  of  Christian 
missions  undertakes  to  benefit  man  in  his  physi- 
cal nature  as  well  as  in  the  spirit  which  is  within 
him,  even  as  did  the  Master  when  he  was  on 
the  earth.  It  omits  from  its  attention  nothing 
which  is  important  to  the  formation  and  devel- 
opment of  human  character.  It  desires  and 
aims  to  give  men  better  and  more  abundant 
food,  more  seemly  and  more  various  apparel, 
better  habitations,  replacing  the  barbarian  hut 
by  the  civilized  house  and  home,  — to  give  better 
and  more  various  instruments  of  industry.  It 
aims  to  give  man  relief  in  his  physical  pain,  and 
supply  for  his  physical  infirmity.  The  nearly 
ninety  medical  missionaries  in  China  have 
gone  there  in  pursuance  of  the  plans  of  those 
who  carry  on  this  missionary  work,  and  from 
the  impulse  in  their  own  hearts  prompting  them 
thus  to  participate  in  it. 

The  Several  Great  Hospitals 

in  China,  in  one  of  which,  at  Canton,  more  than 
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20,000  cases  are  annually  treated,  medically  or 
surgically  or  both,  have  been  planted  there  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  work  of  Christian  missions, 
and  by  those  by  whom  it  is  being  carried  on. 
Physical  infirmity  is  contemplated,  and  the  supply 
which  it  needs  is  intended  to  be  given  by  those 
who  represent  Christ  in  the  world,  even  as  physi- 
cal infirmity  was  recognized  by  himself,  and  was 
ministered  to  by  him.  It  is  a  lesson  for  all  the 
world,  that  he  who  came  with  angels  singing  in 
the  midnight  sky,  who  came  from  the  fulness  of 
the  heavenly  glory,  who  came  to  the  earth  to 
teach  it,  to  purify  it,  to  redeem  it,  comes  also 
to  give  liberty  to  the  lame  and  sight  to  the  blind, 
and  to  make  by  his  divine  touch  the  loathsome 
leprosy  drop  like  a  defiled  garment  from  the  frame 
on  which  it  had  been  fastened. 

Christian  missions  do  the  same.  They  reach, 
as  well,  to  the  intellectual  nature  of  man,  giving 
him  instruction  in  a  wholly  new  literature,  by 
school,  by  seminary,  by  native  presses,  most  of 
all  by  the  introduction  of  the  Bible,  the  most 
educating  book  in  the  world,  into  the  languages 
of  peoples  who  have  never  before  known  anything 
of  its  contents,  or  felt  anything  of  its  mighty  stir 
upon  the  mind ;  that  book  in  which  history 
comes  to  us  as  nowhere  else,  in  which  celestial 
realms  are  unveiled  before  us  as  nowhere  else,  in 
which  are  mysteries  which  declare  its  origin  in 
the  divine  mind,  in  which  are  precepts  and  para- 
bles which  the  child  loves ;  that  book  in  which, 
as  was  said  long  ago,  are  shallows  in  which  the 
lamb  may  wade,  and  depths  in  which  the  ele- 
phant must  swim.     It  brings  that  book  into  the 


language,  impresses  it  on  the  thought  and  on  the 
heart  of  every  people  to  whom  it  goes  —  this 
work  of  Christian  missions.* 

It  gives  industrial,  commercial  and  political 
advancement ;  as  in  Japan,  where,  simultane- 
ously with  the  introduction  of  Christianity  and 
the  mastery  of  its  truth  and  power  over  many 
hearts,  has  come  a  liberalized  government,  to  be 
represented  by  a  parliament  three  weeks  hence, 
there  assembled  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  those  Islands  of  the  Morning ;  where  have 
come  hundreds  of  miles  of  railway,  thousands  of 
miles  of  telegraph  wire,  and  where  the  annual 
imports  and  exports  are  already  more  than 
$50,000,000.  Christianity  in  its  progress  in  the 
world,  representing  its  Divine  Lord,  reaches  the 
outward  relations  and  conditions  of  mankind. 
It  is  never  revolutionary  in  its  appeal,  but  it  is 
radical,  putting  the  power  of  new  development 
into  the  spirit  of  every  people  to  whom  its  divine 
ministry  comes.  And  at  the  same  time  it  seeks, 
as  I  have  said,  for  the  very  highest  spiritual  wel- 
fare of  the  human  soul.  You  think,  perhaps, 
that  salvation  by  faith  is  a  simple  thing,  and 
possibly  you  think  it  is  something  superficial. 
Christianity  is  concerned  with  such  a  salvation 
by  faith  as  shall  bring  the  very  life  of  God  into  the 
human  heart ;  as  shall  transform  that  heart  into 
His  own  likeness  ;  as  shall  make  it  meet  to  stand 
unashamed  and  undimmed  beneath  the  bright- 
ness of  the  heavenly  glory ;  as  shall  fit  you  and 
me  and  every  stained  and  suffering  child  of  man 

*The  Bible  is  translated  into  421  languages  and  dialects  with 
a  distinctly  missionary  aim  in  view. 


To  Sing  with  the  Seraphim 

and  to  stand  in  the  glory  of  the  vision  of  Christ, 
—  looking  backward  on  a  life  marked  by  divine 
interventions  of  grace,  and  forward  on  a  life  un- 
horizoned  by  any  termination  of  years  or  ages. 

This  is  the  magnificent  aim  of  Christianity  in 
its  relation  to  the  individual  soul  to  which  it 
comes.  And  then  it  would  accomplish  this  aim 
universally  in  the  earth  ;  not  merely  changing  the 
isolated  tribe  into  a  civilized  society,  but  filling 
the  world  with  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  cover- 
ing the  world  with  that  loveliness  of  adornment 
which  a  new  inspiration  of  the  heart  always 
prompts  and  to  which  it  conducts.  Nothing  less 
than  making  the  whole  earth  the  abode  of  the 
heavenly  spirit,  meet  footstool  for  the  heavenly 
palaces,  is  contemplated  in  the  work  of  Christian 
missions.  It  is  in  this  like  the  Lord,  born  on  the 
narrow  crest  of  Bethlehem,  whose  goings  forth 
have  been  from  everlasting,  and  whose  plans  en- 
compass the  earth. 

Then  observe  the  extraordinary  instruments 
by  which  this  work  of  Christian  missions  is  to  be 
carried  on.  Christ  seemed  as  feeble  as  any  man 
that  walked  the  earth,  in  comparison  with  the 
great  powers  of  his  time,  with  the  great  institutes 
of  religion  and  law,  of  imperial  authority  and  of 
intellectual  cultivation.  No  wonder  that  men 
looked  at  him  with  amazement,  as  some  rumor 
of  his  supreme  designs  reached  their  ears,  and 
they  saw  the  apparent  incompetence  of  the  man 
to  carry  out  such  vast  designs,  with  only  a  few 
followers,  fishermen  and  mechanics,  and  a  few 


women  who  were  attracted  by  the  tender  and 
unique  benignity  of  his  mien  and  his  spirit.  It 
seemed  impossible  that  such  a  person,  with  so 
meager  a  following,  should  contemplate  the  king- 
ship of  the  world.  How  like  in  this  is  the  work 
of  Christian  missions  !  It  aims  by  the  story  of 
a  babe  to  subdue  peoples  and  kings.  It  aims  by 
presenting  the  portrait  of  Christ,  a  wayfaring 
man,  in  meekness  and  in  patience  and  voluntary 
humiliation,  to  conquer  empires  and  ages.  It 
aims  by  presenting  this  Master  ascending  finally 
from  the  earth,  to  draw  or  to  drive  all  peoples  to 
the  acceptance  and  the  obedience  of  him.  It  is 
by  an  influence  more  invisible  than  perfume,  more 
weightless  than  light,  more  impalpable  than  the 
breath  of  summer  air,  that  the  gospel  undertakes 
to  correct,  to  renovate,  and  to  regenerate  the 
world  of  mankind.  And  no  man  need  wonder 
that  the  world  looks  on  in  amazement  and  says : 
Are  these  men  crazy? 

I  admit,  I  affirm,  the  prodigious  apparent  dis- 
proportion between  the  means  used  and  the  ends 
designed  and  desired.  It  is  as  if  you  were  to 
take  your  baby  boy  and  attempt  with  his  unarmed 
fingers  to  quarry  rocks.  It  is  to  human  eyes  as 
if  you  were  to  face  a  victorious  army,  to  face  an 
established  fortress  bristling  with  its  artillery,  and 
undertake  to  conquer  the  army  and  to  overwhelm 
the  fortress  by  showing  photographs  before  it. 
The  contrast  becomes  almost  a  contradiction 
between  the  apparent  insufficiency  of  the  means 
and  the  magnificent  consummation  towards  which 
those  means  are  to  operate. 


Ah,  my  friends,  it  is  still  and  only  the  con- 
trast between 


The  Babe  and  the  King 

of  the  world.  It  is  the  contrast  between  the  clay 
with  the  spittle,  and  the  opening  of  the  eye  on  the 
sunshine  of  the  universe.  It  is  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  touch  on  the  lame,  or  on  the  dead,  and 
the  restoration  to  freedom  and  to  life.  It  is  the 
Master  over  again,  walking  the  earth  from  Bethle- 
dem  Ephratah  to  conquer  the  world  for  the  Lord 
of  the  heavens.  But  history  justifies  the  method 
pursued,  and  shows  that  the  energy  which  was  in 
the  Lord,  under  humblest  appearance,  is  also  in 
the  work  which  testifies  of  him. 

You  will  remember,  I  am  sure,  the  origin  of 
this  American  Board,  which  has  been  holding 
its  meetings  here  this  week.  It  found  its  begin- 
ning in  the  prayers  of  a  few  women.  Its  first 
year's  income  was  less  than  $1,000%  Now  this 
is  more  than  $644,000.  It  has  531  missionaries 
sent  out  from  this  country  at  wo'rk  in  foreign 
lands.  It  has  3,155  laborers  converted  to  Christ, 
preaching  the  gospel  among  their  own  peoples. 
It  has  established  nearly  500  churches  —  492,  if 
I  remember  correctly  —  in  which  are  49,000  native 
communicants.  It  preaches  the  gospel  regularly 
at  1,400  preaching  stations,  to  more  than  85,000 
regular  heareffs  of  the  word.  A  small  beginning 
and  a  mighty  development !  A  rill  among  the 
mountains  and  the  rushing  current  of  a  vast  river, 
flinging  itself  scores  and  hundreds  of  miles  into 
the  gulf  or  into  the  ocean  !     Bethlehem  of  Ephra- 


tah  and  the  Lordship  of  the  World !      That  is 
almost  repeated  to  us  in  this  work  of  missions. 

At  the  same  time  other  societies  have  been  es- 
tablished, nearly  all  of  them  within  this  century, 
coming  at  last  to  be  in  number  249,*  perhaps 
more  than  that,  gathering  into  their  treasuries 
$17,000,000  a  year,  working  some  of  them  with 
more  success  than  our  society,  apparently,  but 
all  of  them  with  the  same  beneficent  design  ;  all 
of  them  trying  together  to  encompass  the  world 
with  celestial  influences.  My  friends,  look  back 
to  the  beginning ;  look  on  to  the  present  at- 
tainment ;  project  the  calculation  through  the 
century  to  come,  and  tell  me  if  there  is  not  some- 
thing divine  in  this  mighty  movement,  even  as  in 
the  Lord  himself.  I  bring  into  comparison  with 
it  the  prodigious  enterprise  of  the  Crimean  war, 
little  more  than  a  generation  ago,  in  which  four 
powerful  peoples  united  themselves  to  resist  to 
the  utmost  the  aggression  of  a  vast,  half-civilized 
empire ;  which  drew  on  through  weary  and 
dreary  months  of  diplomacy  and  of  battle,  and 
of  concluding  negotiations ;  in  which  Russia 
sacrificed  250,000  lives,  and  France  100,000,  and 
England  30,000,  and  Turkey  at  least  35,000; 
and  in  which  treasures  were  buried  and  burned 
enough  to  bankrupt  countries  —  many  times  the 
amount  that  we  have  spent  from  the  beginning 
of  our  history  in  our  efforts  to  evangelize  the 
world  —  and  with  no  result  of  all  the  sacrifice  of 
treasure  and  of  life  which  has  been  of  great  and 

♦Including  societies  indirectly  cooperating  and  others  inde- 
pendently engaged  in  foreign  missions,  the  number  is  increased 
by  200. 
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permanent  importance  to  human  civilization. 
There  is  the  human  scheme,  here  is  the  divine ; 
and  I  ask  you,  looking  back  to  its  humble  begin- 
ning and  seeing  to  what  it  has  already  come,  and 
to  what  greater  issues  it  is  advancing,  if  this  is 
not  that  "  stone  cut  out  of  the  mountains  with- 
out hands,"  which  has  become  the  great  moun- 
tain, which  in  the  end  is  to  fill  the  whole  earth? 
Then  observe,  still  beyond  this,  the  extraor- 
dinary contrasts  which  appear  in  the  experience 
of  those  who  personally  take  part  in  this  work. 
They  go  as  voluntary  exiles  from  home  and 
church,  from  all  the  social  connections,  from  all 
the  literary  surroundings,  which  are  as  dear  and 
delightful  to  them  as  to  you  and  to  me.  They 
go  out  for  an  isolated  work,  seemingly  dreary 
and  desolate,  as  those  tarrying  behind  look  upon 
it.  And  yet  they  are  full  of  gladness  and  of 
triumph,  from  the  beginning  onward.  They  are 
the  most  self-sacrificing,  as  we  say,  of  the  disci- 
ples of  the  Master,  and  also  the  most  full  of 
jubilant  rejoicing  and  of  triumphant  courage. 
They  come  back  to  us  and  bring  us  a  temper, 
not  of  deprecation  and  fear,  but  of  victorious  ex- 
pectation. We  may  despond,  but  they  never  do. 
We  may  whine  —  sometimes  we  do  —  about  the 
barrenness  of  prayer-meetings,  or  about  the  thin- 
ness of  assemblies  for  worship,  or  about  the  fact 
that  at  the  evening  service  there  are  not  as  many 
as  at  the  morning  service,  or  about"  the  fact  that 
we  cannot  get  as  much  money  from  God^  people 
as  we  desire  and  need  for  the  furtherance  of  his 
kingdom.  Some  Christians  seem  to  find  it  an 
important  part  of  their  religious  experience  now 

J4 


and  then  to  whine.  Returned  missionaries, 
never!  I  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  word  of  any- 
thing but  courage  and  gladness  from  missiona- 
ries coming  back  from  the  most  distant  and 
darkened  parts  of  the  heathen  world.  They 
bring  us  courage,  and  fill  up  the  almost  empty 
chalice  of  the  wine  of  our  life  when  they  return 
to  us ;  and  wheresoever  they  are,  on  the  Dark 
Continent,  in  the  depths  of  China,  on  the  islands 
of  the  sea,  they  are  still  conscious  that  they  are 
only  nearer  to  God,  and  nearer  to  heaven,  than 
they  were  in  the  cities  and  villages  where  spires 
pointed  upward  and  happy  homes  were  clustered 
on  every  side.  If  you  wish  to  read  the  most 
triumphant  book  of  this  generation,  it  will  not 
be  the  speculations  of  a  philosopher,  it  will  not 
be  the  researches  of  a  scientist,  it  will  not  be  the 
story  of  the  campaign  of  a  great  general ;  it  will 
be  the  autobiography  of  John  G.  Paton,  out 
there  alone  on  cannibal  islands,  smitten  to  the 
very  heart  by  the  death  of  wife  and  child,  left 
there  with  nothing  but  the  ocean  about  him  and 
the  cannibals  around  him,  yet  singing  his  tri- 
umphant anthems  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  for 
it  all.  Here  is  the  contrast  in  the  experience  of 
those  who  do  this  work.  It  is  like  the  contrast 
in  its  whole  aim,  like  the  contrast  in  its  instru- 
ments, like  the  contrast  in  its  progress,  like  the 
contrast  between  the  babe  in  the  manger  and  the 
Lord,  sure  of  success,  and  at  last  victorious  in 
all  the  earth. 

But  observe  as  well  the  contrast  between  what 
we  might  expect  and  what  we  find  in  the  effect 
of  the  work  upon  those  churches  at  home  which 
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take  part  in  it,  and  a  large  part  in  it.  It  calls  for 
treasure,  it  calls  for  life  ;  not  simply  for  good 
wishes,  not  simply  for  ineffectual  prayers  which 
are  from  the  lips  outward.  It  calls  for  the  giving 
of  that  which  costs  ;  it  calls  for  the  widow's  mite 
and  the  child's  small  gift,  as  well  as  for  the 
bounteous  legacies  and  gifts  of  the  rich.  It 
reaches  to  all  who  know  the  name  of  Christ,  and 
requires  that  every  one  should  take  part  in  the 
same  sublime  enterprise.  In  this  respect,  at 
least,  it  is  like  that  law  of  God  which  lifts  the 
mountain-height  in  its  rocky  pinnacles  toward 
the  heavens,  and  which  equally  moulds  the  sea 
shell  and  puts  the  spots  of  brightness  on  the 
butterfly's  wing.  It  is  like  that  law  and  power 
of  God  which  holds  the  constellations  in  "their 
poise  and  reaches  to  the  lightest  fleck  of  foam 
driven  by  the  winds  from  the  curling  wave-top. 
Mission  work  asks  every  one  to  help.  If  you 
cannot  give  a  dollar,  give  a  half;  if  you  cannot 
give  a  half,  give  a  dime  ;  if  you  can,  give  hun- 
dreds ;  if  you  can,  give  thousands  ;  and  with  all 
else  give  life  —  the  life  of  the  young  whom  you 
love/the  life  of  the  mature  in  whom  you  confide. 
Make  sacrifices  for  the  work.  The  church  natu- 
rally enough  has  said  :  We  have  not  enough  with 
which  to  do  our  own  work  at  home,  and  we  can- 
not spare  anything  to  go  abroad.  We  have  not 
young  men  enough  to  fill  our  own  pulpits,  and 
we  cannot  send  them  out.  Christ  says:  "Go 
preach  my  word  in  all  the  world,"  and  the  church 
perhaps  reluctantly  undertakes  to  obey  the  divine 
command.  Then  the  extraordinary  fact  appears 
that  its  growth  is  proportioned  to  its  gifts  ;  that 
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working  far  away  it  is  working  most  effectively 
all  the  time  at  home  ;  that  schools  are  multiplied, 
and  colleges  enlarged,  and  seminaries  ennobled, 
and  Christian  literature  made  more  universal, 
and  every  effort  for  charity  and  religion  invigo- 
rated and  augmented,  precisely  in  proportion  as 
the  church  gives  to  those  whom  it  has  never 
seen  on  distant  shores.  The  whole  amazing  de- 
velopment of  this  country  in  the  last  eighty 
years  in  home  missionary  work,  in  the  erection 
of  great  institutions  of  learning,  yea,  even  in  re- 
moving from  the  land  the  black  and  bitter  curse 
of  slavery ;  all  this  mighty  advance  has  come  in 
parallel  lines  and  in  equal  movement  with  the 
missionary  work.  "  To  him  that  giveth  it  shall 
be  given."  "  From  him  that  withholdeth  it  shall 
be  taken  away."  M  He  that  will  lose  his  life  for 
my  sake  and  the  Gospel's,  the  same  shall  find 
it."  That  is  the  law  of  Christ,  illustrated  in  his 
own  life,  in  his  immediate  disciples,  and  illus- 
trated evermore  in  the  history  of  his  church. 
He  won  the  kingship  of  the  world  by  sacrifice, 
even  to  an  ignominious  death.  His  church  in 
^like  manner,  beginning  its  work  humbly,  is  to 
conquer  the  empires  of  the  world  by  the  large- 
ness of  its  gifts,  and  the  intensity  of  its  prayers, 
and  the  heroism  of  its  incessant  self-consecra- 
tion. It  is  the  work  of  Christ  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end.  All  these  paradoxes  appearing 
in  it  are  only  in  line  with  the  first  great  paradox  : 
"  He  shall  appear  from  Bethlehem  Ephratah, 
and  from  the  cradle  in  the  manger,  who  is  to  be 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth,  whose  goings  forth 
have  been  from  everlasting." 
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And  then,  the  last  of  the  paradoxes  to  which 
I  shall  now  refer  is  not  the  least  signal ;  and 
that  is,  that  he  who  gives  to  this  work  on  earth 
in  humility,  in  self-devotion,  accompanying  the 
gift  with  prayer,  following  it  with  his  own  faith- 
ful fervor  and  expectation, 

Unbars  for  Himself, 

through  God's  grace,  the  eternal  Gates  of  Light! 
The  earthly  act,  which  man  thinks  so  insignifi- 
cant, contributes  to  vast  celestial  issues ;  the 
consecration  here  fits  men  to  shine  with  apostles 
and  martyrs  and  saints  of  every  clime  in  the 
kingdom  and  palace  of  the  Father.  It  is  that 
which  the  Lord  said,  in  speaking  of  those  whom 
he  was  to  address  in  the  twenty-fifth  chapter  of 
Matthew.  Here  it  is  the  cup  of  cold  water,  and 
there  it  is  the  acquittal  before  the  great  White 
Throne,  from  the  face  of  which  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  shall  flee  away.  Here  it  is  the  widow's 
mite,  and  there  it  is  the  gates  swinging  inward 
of  the  heavenly  Paradise  !  The  earthly  act  and 
the  celestial  issues  ;  the  act  in  time,  and  the  full 
glory  and  triumph  in  the  long  Eternity  ! 

Ah,  my  friends,  the  work  is  divine  in  every 
part,  from  the  root  upward,  in  its  elements,  and 
in  all  its  operations. 

And  being  so  divine,  it  is  that  which  gives 
sacredness  to  the  earth  on  which  we  dwell ;  it  is 
that  which  affiliates  our  poor  human  concerns 
with  the  eternal  plans,  and  interlinks  what  we  do 
here  with  what  God  has  been  purposing  to  ac- 
complish for  the  earth  and  for  the  universe 
throughout  eternity.     What  privilege  and  honor, 


then,  to  take  part  in  it !  What  is  the  esteem  of 
our  fellow  men?  A  breath  in  the  air.  What  is 
anything  that  gives  occasion  for  pride  in  human 
life?  Something  perishing  and  passing  away, 
which  will  be  a  mere  forgotten  circumstance  in 
the  great  life  to  come.  But  the  true  dignity 
and  glory  of  human  life  is  to  march  forward  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  Almighty;  to  follow  the 
lead  of  Him  who  from  the  cross  ascended  to  the 
heavens,  breaking  the  bars  of  death  asunder  and 
opening  the  luminous  path  along  which  his  dis- 
ciples may  follow  after.  When  I  touch  the  hand 
of  Christ  in  his  work  I  am 

Ennobled,  Consecrated,  and  Crowned; 

and  no  king  or  priest  of  all  the  earth  can  take 
from  me  the  glory  and  the  honor  which  even 
here  I  experience,  and  which  by  and  by  are  to 
be  completed  in  immortality.  Let  us  every  one 
take  part  in  this  sublime  work,  knowing  that  we 
are  walking  with  God  and  following  in  the,  track 
of  angels,  and  that  heaven  is  intent  on  the  issues 
of  our  sublime  enterprise  on  earth. 

And  let  us  never  fear  for  its  success  until  we 
begin  to  be  afraid  lest  the  muscle  of  Omnipo- 
tence shall  weary,  and  the  planet  itself,  with  the 
sun  and  all  systems,  be  wrecked  in  universal 
chaos.  There  is  one  banner  that  never  goes 
down  in  any  struggle.  It  is  the  banner  of  the 
Lord  of  Hosts.  There  is  one  army  that  never 
marches  except  to  victory.  It  may  be  seeming 
defeat;  but  now,  as  in  the  earlier  time,  faith 
springs  up  beneath  the  axe,  it  blossoms  in  the 
blast,  it  flourishes  in  the  flame.     God's  designs 
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are  never  baffled.  Disaster  is  only  the  tempo- 
rary incident  preceding  the  final  victory ;  and 
until  God  dies,  until  Christ  has  lost  his  love  and 
power,  until  the  Holy  Spirit  has  passed  out  of 
existence  and  out  of  operation,  this  work  never 
will  fail.  Great  men  appear  and  pass  away; 
empires  and  dynasties  on  the  earth  appear  and 
flourish  and  pass  away.  Opposition  sometimes 
rejoices,  and  defeat  seems  sometimes  certain,  in 
the  effort  to  conquer  the  world  for  Christ;  but 
the  only  thing  sure  in  the  history  of  the  world  is 
that  the  work  which  represents  him  born  in 
Bethlehem  Ephratah,  but  whose  goings  forth 
have  been  from  of  old,  even  from  everlasting,  is 
never  finally  to  fail. 

"He  never  sleepeth," — I  catch  the  words  of 
that  musical  chant  which  has  been  sung  here 
this  morning — "He  never  sleepeth.11  The 
humblest  are  under  his  inspection  and  care  ;  the 
loftiest  and  most  powerful  are  under  his  direc- 
tion and  impulse.  "He  never  sleepeth  "  ;  and 
he  is  at  last  to  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and 
to  be  satisfied  with  a  redeemed  and  purified 
earth ! 

Ah,  my  friends,  life  is  worth  living  when  we 
take  hold  on  that  great  truth ;  and  death  is 
beautiful  when  we  can  go  before  Him,  saying, 
"  I  did  but  little,  Lord  ;  but  I  did  all  I  could  !  " 


WHAT  IS  NEEDED. 


HERE  is  no  question  so  often  asked  of  the 
officers  of  the  American  Board  as  this : 
What  is  needed,  at  this  time,  which  calls 
for  a  4i Forward  Movement"?  Recall  the  heroic 
lives  of  our  missionaries  during  the  recent  years  in 
Turkey,  then  take  home  the  appalling  conditions 
from  famine  and  pestilence  in  India,  during  which 
the  missionaries  have  stood  at  their  posts,  and,  just 
now,  take  it  to  heart  that  forty  of  the  missionaries  of 
the  American  Board  are  in  perils  untold  and  un- 
known in  North  China ;  then  surely  it  will  be  known 
what  should  be  done*  To  quote  from  an  English 
paper,  —  it  is  needed  that  every  church,  and  every 
member  of  every  church,  and  all  friends  of  missions 
"should  (1)  intend  to  move  forward,  (2)  actually 
move  forward,  and  (3)  feel  and  know  that  there  is  a 
moving  forward.  This  applies  to  prayer  for  mis- 
sions, to  the  exercise  of  influence  upon  others  in  re- 
gard to  missions,  to  the  dedication  of  our  substance  to 
the  Lord's  service  in  missions,  to  the  daily  '  submit- 
ting r  of  4  ourselves  wholly  to  his  holy  will  and  pleas- 
ure/ ready  to  go  where  he  sends  us  and  do  what  he 
bids  us.  It  is  little  indeed  that  any  of  us  can  do ;  but 
if  every  individual  Christian  will  do  that  little,  not 
the  little  he  is  doing  now,  but  the  little  he  can,  if  he 
will,  do  besides,  —  in  prayer,  in  influence,  in  offer- 
ings, in  personal  service,  —  then  the  Lord  will  do 
great  things  for  us  whereof  we  shall  be  glad." 


HELP  IN  THIS  WORK ! 


E   invite  the  reader  to  have  a  watch  for 
the  Twentieth  Century  Fund,  which  is 
being    planned  under  the  lead   of'  our 
president   and  vice-president,   Messrs*   Capen    and 
James.     "When  you  have  seen  the  plan  please  give 
attention  to  it  and  help  in  the  raising  of  the  $250,- 
000,  which  shall  place  the  work  of   the  Board  on 
a  strong  financial  basis.     How  can  you  approach 
this  movement  ?     ( \ )  "With  heartfelt  Prayer  for  its 
success,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit   may  be   poured 
out  upon  all  the  people  of  God,  and  that  they  may 
willingly  do  for  this  great  effort.      (2)  "With  per- 
sonal service.     Let  every  one  study  how  best   to 
stimulate  another  to  take  up  the  cause*     (3)  With 
special  free-will  offerings.     We  need  the  spirit  of 
self-sacrificing  giving  and  also  joyful  giving.    For 
this  fund  let  all  gifts  be  above  the  regular  gifts  to 
the  Board.      (4)    With    deepest    gratitude  for  all 
God's  goodness  to  the  American  Board  during  its 
long    history,   for    the     noble    men    and    women 
he   has    sent  to  so  many  fields,  and    for  the   mul- 
titudes    of     souls     brought     into     the     kingdom. 
(5)   With  deepest    sorrow    because    of    the  inad- 
equacy   of    all   our    efforts,    and    because    of    the 
neglect,  by    so   many,  of    the   Lord's   great  com- 
mand ;  also  that  we  have  done  so  little,  prayed  so 
little,  and  given   so   little  for   the  Redemption  of 
the  world. 


"Will  you  not  help  in  the  circulation  of 
these  and  other  documents  among  the  peo- 
ple of  our  churches? 

"A  Message  to  the  Lord's  People.9' 

"  Notes  from  the  Field  Workers." 

"  Variety  and  Breadth  of  the  Work." 

"  Testimonies  to  Missions." 

"The  Forward  Movement." 

u  Ceylon  a  Key  to  India."     (Price  10  cents.) 

u  Some  Phases  of  Mission  Policy." 
4  A  New  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 

"The  Free   Church  in   the  Land   of   John 
Huss." 

"  The  Story  of  the  Year  1899." 

"  The  Beloved  Physician." 

M  The  Missionary  Herald." 

The  best  missionary  magazine.  Fresh 
news  —  illustrated.  Published  monthly. 
Single  subscriptions,  75  cents;  in  clubs 
of  not  less  than  ten,  50  cents  each.  The 
cheapest  as  well  as  best. 

Please  send  to  Charles  E.  Swett,  14  Bea- 
con Street,  Congregational  House,  Boston, 
Mass. 


23 


Dr.  Storrs'  Missionary  Addresses. 

A  NEW  VOLUME. 


A  DDRESSES  on  Foreign  Missions  delivered 
before  the  American  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  Foreign  Missions.  By  RICHARD  S. 
STORRS,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  the 
Board  from  1887  to  1897. 

The  volume  also  includes  Dr.  Storrs'  Ad- 
dress before  the  International  Congregational 
Council,  on  "  The  Permanent  Motive  in  Mis- 
sionary Work." 

The  call  for  this  collection  has  been  constant 
and  from  many  quarters.  Thousands  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  who  have  heard  one  or 
more  of  these  addresses  will  welcome  them 
most  heartily  as  among  the  finest  specimens  of 
sacred  eloquence  with  which  the  present  gen- 
eration has  been  favored. 

The  volume  is  handsomely  printed  and  con- 
tains a  fine  photo-engraving  of  Dr.  Storrs. 


Published  by  the  AMERICAN  BOARD, 

Congregational  House,  Boston* 
Price,  postpaid,  $1.00. 

Address  CHARLES  E.  SWETT, 

14  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


